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aain Join us at the Groundbreaking
For our new church
Sunday, March 7, 2010
3:30 p.m.
Sundsy - 530 & 1045 am E'mails. pastor@uenionfumc.com

Sunday School (Adults & Children) 9:30 a.m. office@trentonfumc.com
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The Ramblings of Rev. Debbie...

Lent is about sacrifice, isn’t it? It’s about focusing on the sacrifice that Jesus made for
us on the cross. It’s about examining our lives to see where sin is separating us from our Lord.
It’s about addressing that sin head-on, and realizing that allowing Jesus to conquer our sin isn’t
a sacrifice for us, but rather took the sacrifice of Jesus to make forgiveness possible.

If Lent is about acknowledging the sacrifice of Jesus for our sinfulness, why do we feel
so entitled to do, say, go, spend, exclude whatever/whomever we want whenever we want?
Why are we so easily offended by others while so boldly marching to the beat of our own
sinfulness?

Satan makes it seem easier and certainly more pleasurable to do what we want rather
than practice delayed gratification to receive the incredible blessings that God plans for us.
Think about the temptations in your life: are they physical or emotional? Are they tangible or
elusive? Are they personal or do they involve others? Do you have time to ‘work’ on those
temptations or do they sneak up on you?

We serve a Lord who was tempted as we were tempted (Matthew 4:1-11; Hebrews
4:15), so he certainly knows how difficult it is to resist the seduction of Satan. That’s why he
gives us the strength to withstand those temptations and to walk the path of fulfillment in
Christ.

March is a month for commitment. On March 6, our youth will be making
commitments to remain sexually pure until marriage. They need our prayers. On March 7, we
will break ground for our new building. We need to be in prayer so that we are in the center of
God’s will. March 28" is Palm Sunday. Prayers are needed that we will respond to the
sacrifice of Jesus by accepting him into our hearts.

It’s a season of sacrifice. It’s a season of celebration. It’s a season of
commitment....not to our own passions and ambitions.....but to the work and life of Jesus
Christ. What will you choose? Will you choose sacrifice or entitlement? Will you choose to
look in the mirror or to point a finger of judgment? Will you choose instant gratification that
Satan offers or the fulfillment and joy that comes from Christ? Will you choose life?

In Christ, 200 N. Tyler St., Trenton, IL
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Rev. Debbie cell #978-1513

Greater Things!

“Greater things have yet to come and greater
things are still to be done in this city. There is no one like
our God.” These are lyrics from Chris Tomlin’s, God of H
This City. We serve an incredible God, don’t we? We
will be celebrating the graciousness of our Lord as we
enter into our Capital Campaign this spring. Our theme,
“Greater Things,” reflects what your steering team knows
God will do in and through us, just as God has done Wyl
through the lives of those who’ve paved the way for us e
throughout the history of Trenton First UMC. >

Our groundbreaking on March 7 is a monumental —
step....a step that has followed an eight year period of
committed giving to the building fund as well as the
general fund; a period of working together to sharpen the vision we see God moving us toward; a period
of working hard to design a facility that best serves the goals toward which God is calling us while
staying financially responsible.

Now it’s time to come together in ministering to one another, prayer, thanksgiving, celebration,
and decision-making as we determine how all aspects of our lives honor God. The next 12 weeks will
be centered on prayer with the focus on whom God is calling us to be: as individuals and as a church.
Our steering team is working hard to engage us in powerful discussions and creative prayer
opportunities as we enter into this wonderful new chapter in the life of God’s church. When you are
called upon to serve, please give this team your prayerful consideration. As we work together, we can
truly be the church that God is molding us to be as we invite others to experience the ‘Greater Things’ of
God!

“From him the whole body...grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.”
Ephesians 4:16

Groundbreaking!

When: Sunday, March 7, at 3:30 p.m.
Where: Our new property on Old US 50 just East of Crackerneck Road.
Bring: 1-Your prayer rock(s)....if you have them
2-A shovel or spade (new or used....you’ll keep it after this event)
3-A lawn chair if you’'d like to sit (the service will last 30-45 minutes)
4-Your suggestion for a new name for our regional church
Wear: Comfy clothes and boots!
How: Park at our current church and we’ll carpool or shuttle people to the new property
Afterwards: Come back to the church for dinner, celebration, and a fun and friendly competition about
the new name for our church (official name to be voted upon at a later time)
Why: Because God has blessed us and brought us to this point in our journey! This is an historic day
in the life of our church as we follow God’s plan for our future.
RSVP: Please let us know how many will be attending by signing the Opportunities Section in the
bulletin, calling the church office (224-7364) or e-mailing: office@trentonfumc.com.
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New Name for Church

How about, “Second United Methodist Church” or “The Church Previously Known as
Sharon Methodist Church and First United Methodist Church” or “Y’All Come United Methodist
Church” or.......
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You have already submitted suggestions that are
MUCH better names for our church than these! As we move
from the heart of Trenton to our new property and from being
a ‘Trenton’ church to a regional church for Western Clinton
| e — County, it's important that we reflect our openness with a

name that is broader than ‘“Trenton First United Methodist
Ll o Church.” In order to most effectively share Christ with people
R from Aviston, Albers, Breese, Damiansville, Germantown, St.
Rose, etc., we need to embrace a name which reflects who we are rather than where we are
located.

You still have time to submit your suggestions. There is a box in the Fellowship Area
in which you can place your ideas. We will then brainstorm others and have some fun with
them following the Groundbreaking on March 7.

Let’'s see how creative we can get as we make ourselves more and more open and
inviting to the unchurched folks of Western Clinton County.

LENTEN SUPPERS CONTINUE: Amazing Love

“When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died, my
vichest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride.”

Each Sunday during Lent, at 5:00 p.m., we will gather in the Fellowship Hall
downstairs to have a meal together and then to look at how we can
each build on where we are in our walk with Christ and take a step
deeper as we seek to know Him better. Our Bible study during these
evening gatherings will focus on God’s promises to us and our
covenant relationship with Him. We’ll do activities that enhance our
growth as Christians while enjoying each other's company around
the tables of food!

Please sign up for each week on the clipboard in the
Fellowship Area, or by e-mailing the church at: office@trentonfumc.com. Cost will be
$4.00 for adults and $2.00 for children 10 and under.
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EASTER FLOWERS

As Easter is fast approaching, it is time to order flowers to
adorn the sanctuary on Easter Sunday. Three types of flowers can be
ordered: White Lilies, Tulips, and Hyacinths. This year the tulips and
hyacinths will be multi-colored. Orders can be placed in the
Opportunities portion of the Sunday bulletin or by calling the church
office at 224-7364. The cost will be $12 each for the lilies and $11
each for tulips and hyacinths. As in the past, flowers can be
designated in honor of or in memory of someone special to you.
Deadline for flower orders is March 24, 2010.

WISDOM SEEKERS

The Wisdom Seekers will meet Tuesday March 9" and 23 at
10:00 a.m. in the Moses room.

Wisdom Seekers are enjoying lively discussions as they review
“Have You Ever Seen a Hearse Pulling a Trailer?” by James Moore.

We welcome anyone to come and join us for this uplifting series.
Any question, contact Yvonne Jackson at 224-9065.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

The UMW met Monday, February 8, 2010. The guest speaker was Lynn Brown. Lynn
talked about the puppet ministry. She explained the history of the ministry to the present day.
The U.M.W. had a "hands on" class of how to hold the puppets and actually make them
perform. Every lady present was able to have a puppet. What an "eye opening" experience!
The puppeteers deserve a lot of credit for their dedication and creativity. Lynn is an inspiration
for our church and her love of the puppet ministry.

Rose Trimble works hand in hand with Lynn and deserves a lot of credit, as well. What
ateam! It was an evening U.M.W. won't forget! Hostess for the evening was Bonita Lang.

U.M.W. continues to grow in numbers with fellowship and learning. Please join us in
our next meeting on Monday March 8th, 2010 at 7:00pm. Our guest speaker will be Roberta
Swaim. The theme will be "A Call To Self Denial and Prayer For the Lenten Season."

A big “Thank You” to all who joined us in our “Silent Tea.” Contributions are still
coming to us. We were pleased to have you at our special tea on February 14™. Did you try
cheese dipped in the chocolate fountain?

Please remember us in your prayers throughout the year. Each day we realize how
blessed we are having such a caring, loving, supportive, church family.



UMW ASSEMBLY 2010--IN ST. LOUIS!

The United Methodist Women's Quadrennial Assembly is coming to St. Louis, April 30-May 2,
2010. This is really great celebration, learning experience, awe-inspiring worship time for about 10,000
or so United Methodist Women. There will be workshops, study periods, displays, people of all colors
and races to visit with, craft ideas for groups and classes, and more.

It's too late to get in on a reduced rate, but the entire package, without lodging, is now $250.00.
However, there will be opportunity for attendance on Friday or Saturday on a first come basis for
$125.00/day, and on Sunday 8 a.m.-12 p.m., for $25.00.

Week days begin at 7:00 a.m. Mornings and afternoons include worship, singing, workshops,
exhibits and educational activities. Evenings, 7:30-9:00 p.m., include speakers, special programs,
worship, songs, and more. Speakers and singers include: Judy Woodruff, broadcast journalist;
Grammy Award winning gospel singer, CeCe Winans, Bishop Nhanaia, the first female UM Bishop in
Africa; Anita Phillips, member of Cherokee Nation of OK, a pastor and former DS, Social Worker with
Native Americans, and more; Erica Williams, a Wash. D.C. activist and commentator, Lila Diwbsm, a
Scottish-English art professor from Mexico, CA and MN , whose newest Grammy release is "Shake
Away"; Sheri Carr, leader of contemporary music; and Dr. Joycelyn Elders, professor of pediatric
endocrinology at Univ. of Arkansas and Surgeon General during the Clinton administration. There
should be something for everyone.

For more detailed information, go to the UMW website, www.http://new.gbgm-
umc.org/umw/assembly/assembly-schedule/.

MISSIONS COMMITTEE

The new year began with the tragedy in Haiti. Along with generous cash donations, you have
given items for the health kits and layette kits which are in need continually.
\ 4 Now we ask you to share in our yearly support of Heifer
‘ International. The Missions Committee will support the Sunday School
classes as they work toward combating world poverty and hunger. In their
campaign, “Pajamas for Llamas,” they will see how many llamas they can
purchase.

e A llama is a Godsend for a family struggling to survive. This sure-
footed animal can help put food on the table by providing transportation to
and from distant markets. Even in winter, it can get a sick child to a hospital
or clinic. Plus, there’s all that thick, warm wool for clothes and blankets.
You can help with our Lenten project by helping to give a llama to a family in
need.

Thank you to those who continue to collect Campbell Soup labels. Look for other products that
have the “Labels for Education” designation. All you need to save is the UPC section along with the
“Labels for Education” symbol. These, along with box top labels, are being sent to the Red bird Mission
in Kentucky. You will find a labels collection jar on top of the coat rack.
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K
- CCN (Church Communications Network) News.
CCN Programs

We have not added any new programs since last July. But since then, we have
updated our listings that are available and they are all listed in a NEW notebook by topic.
There is also folder under the table with various worksheets that are numbered for the
various DVD’s. We do not have all work sheets available, but may be able to still get those
that are required.

Thanks for using the CCN programs and please continuing using them.

We have the following programs that have been out for some time, | would appreciate if you
are finished viewing them that they be returned so others may have them to choose from.

DVD’s 17-23 In folder Sept. 2006, DVD #34 Wait a Minute, We're different,
DVD #37 DVD Exploring Judaism, DVD #40 Athletes in Action 2007 Super
Bowl Breakfast, DVD #109 Turning Questions into Transformation
Discussions, DVD # 113 High Impact Church “The Law of the Kingdom, DVD
#144 Sharing the Leadership Load, DVD # 170 Secret Believers, DVD# 178
The Case for the Real Jesus, DVD #244 What is Truth, DVD #324 Lessons
from San Quentin: Everything | Needed to Know About Life | Learned in
Prison DVD #327A & B Dare to be Uncommon.

We now have 367 DVD’s in our Library, LETS USE THEM!

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE

Thank you to everyone who has taken the time to write articles for the newspaper!
This is a great opportunity for us to share what is happening in our church family. It is also a
great tool for us to use to invite non-churched people to join us. I'd like to encourage you to
send your articles to all the newspapers in the surrounding towns to let the whole county know
what a wonderful place we have to worship!

Please remember to add necessary contact information if you are inviting the public to
participate in small groups or other activities. | would be more than happy to proof read
anything for you. | do have dial-up on my home computer so please don't send any photo's to
me or it will take forever to download. My e-mail address is jackievg@ezeeweb.com & my
home phone number is 224-7905.

Jackie VanGorkom, Evangelism Committee
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True Love Weaits Cldbrdiion

Are you worried about the youth of today and the choices they are making? YOU have
an opportunity to make a difference in their decisions!

The youth of Clinton County need your presence and prayers as they decide whether
they will make a commitment to remain sexually pure until marriage. Their Commitment
Celebration is Saturday, March 6™ at 6:00 p.m., with Harvest Ministry Team leading us with
awesome music. Following worship, there will be a time of fellowship with the youth around a
pizza and ice cream parlor theme. If you’d like to help with this event, Karmin Moorhead and
Jackie VanGorkom would be thrilled to have you!

Your presence really is an inspiration to our youth and reminds them that they aren’t
alone. Please make it a priority to support them in this important decision as you worship and
pray with them on March 6". This is your opportunity to make a difference in their lives and in
our world.

Do you have any unwanted shoes that are lying around your house that are
just getting in the way? Well, then we have good news for you!

The good news is that the church youth group is now giving your old shoes to Pastor
George Hutchings of Manchester, Missouri. Mr. Hutchings started a program two years ago
called Soul Power, a non-profit organization where he collects shoes, sells them for 35 cents a
pound, and then takes that money to buy wells and drills for various
3" world countries. So far, Mr. Hutchings has been able to buy four
wells, which have all been placed in Kenya. They have all been
success stories, providing clean water to tens of thousands of
Kenyans. Mr. Hutchings, though, has moved his concern to Haiti after
the vicious earthquake. He plans to build a couple of wells there.

If you would like to donate your old shoes, please take out the
shoe strings, tie them around the shoes, and then turn them in the
Fellowship Area outside the sanctuary. Not only will this provide clean water for Haitians, it
will provide funds for our youth group. So please, find it in your soul to give some of your
soles.




VITAL STATISTICS
Feb. 7 Off: $4111 Feb 14 Off: $3473  Feb. 21 Off: $3236 Feb. 28 Off:

Att: 141 Att: 143 Att: 136 Att:
Moo HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!
JQre. (?/j,, March 2 Keith Franke
! o 2 Bill Simondsen 2 Diana Sussman
s >
o @%’10 2 Jenna LeBlanc 3 Burl Moody
! N 5 Mike Greer 5 Bonita Lang
u 6 Sarah Bursich 10 Jay Mallrich
10 Zoe Conley 11 Alyson Woods
t 11 Maurice Elmore 13 Mary Mclintire
51 6 lea 1< 13 Phyllis Satterfield
& L 14 Chad Simondsen 14 Steve Root
ANNWERS ES 15 Evan Buckles 16 Kirk Elmore
17 Jana Elmore
17 Carol Ziegler 17 Cheryl Barrett
19 Jean Ritchie 19 Brooke Layne
23 Roxana Daugherty
27 Emily Hale 27 Ronelle Bursich

28 Chelsea Klein 28 Hannah West
29 Craig Kohlbrecher 30 Chris Baxley

31 Harold Lang 31 Robby Sussman
31 Allison Heiser

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!

March 17 — Robert & Kim Beck March 18 - Robert & Cathy Creath
March 26 — Vince & Becca Hale March 30 - Bill & Chris Baxley



